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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 143 

SANE VIEWS OF IRELAND 

Sie: 

I have just read The Irish Free State by P. W. Wilson. It is gratifying 
to a Canadian to find in American literature such a sane, impartial review 
of the situation. It is a real treat to read an American publication of such 
moderation and saneness as your March number. I am afraid I have read 
all too little of it in the past. 

Jasper Halpenny, M. D. 

Winnipeg, Canada. 



ENGLISH IN NEBRASKA SCHOOLS 

Sir: 

In the May number of The North American Review, Mr. Willis Fletcher 
Johnson, commenting on Affairs of the World, speaks of "the decision of the 
Supreme Court of Nebraska, upholding the constitutionality of the law pro- 
hibiting the teaching of foreign languages in the public schools, at least below 
a certain grade". Mr. Johnson is in error. The constitutional right of the 
State to prescribe a coittse of study to be pursued in the public schools, and 
to exclude foreign languages therefrom, has never been questioned in the 
Supreme Coixrt of Nebraska, and it is doubtful whether there is a lawyer in 
the State who would have the temerity to question it in that court. 

The law which Mr. Johnson refers to prohibits the teaching of any subject 
in any language other than English, in any "private, denominational, paro- 
chial or public school", and the teaching of any language, other than English, 
in any such school, to any pupil below the ninth grade. It contains a proviso 
to the effect that it does not apply to schools held on Sunday or some day of 
the week observed by the patrons as the Sabbath, but that it shall apply to 
all schools held at any other time. (Laws of Nebraska, 1921, p. 244.) 

The question involved in the case upon which Mr. Johnson comments was, 
whether it is within the police power of the State to prohibit denominational 
and parochial schools, which give a full course of instruction in the public 
school branches, including English, from giving religious instruction in a 
foreign language, or teaching a foreign language to pupils under the ninth 
grade, when such instruction is given at such times and under such circum- 
stances as not to interfere with the regular course of study prescribed by law. 

Again Mr. Johnson, after stating some considerations in favor of the law 
as he assumed it to be, says: "This consideration is reemphasized by the 
notorious fact that most of the opposition to the Nebraska law comes from an 
alien element which has insolently proclaimed its purpose to remain perma- 
nently alien and to rear its offsprings as aliens; and which demands that Amer- 
ican citizens shall provide and maintain schools for that delectable purpose." 

We are not ready to accept that statement. We have a large proportion 
of the "alien element" in Nebraska. So far from having "proclaimed," in- 
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solently or otherwise, its purpose to remain alien, it has been swift to adopt 
our manners and customs, to identify itself with our institutions and to edu- 
cate its children in English. 

I. L. Albert. 
Columbus, Nebraska. 

[The regrettable error first noted in Mr. Albert's letter was due to mislead- 
ing news dispatches. That the majority of Nebraska citizens of alien origin 
have been prompt to accept American institutions and to educate their chil- 
dren in English, is most readily and gladly to be believed; but that at least 
an active minority sought to resist the latter course seems quite obvious from 
the fact that the law in question was disputed all the way up to the Supreme 
Court. That a certain faction of aliens there and in other States has loudly 
proclaimed a purpose to remain alien in speech and spirit is too well known 
to admit of controversy. — W. F. J.] 



